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ENGLISH L 

Kyti'J Alfred was f?c wyfoft kv ^ 3 ’ I V " L ^ on ° was °> uore * 

Vorfey me ftgg? J* lawes hip in worre tyme vouoic, 
N°s KW fohtis daye. vor fey he in worre were, 
Lawes hemade ryjruoUorc, and ftrengore fan ermr , 
Clerc he was god ynou, and jur, as me te cp m » 

He was more fan ten jer old, ar he couji- a hue. 

Ac ys gode tnoder otce finale jylces hym to.t, 

Vor to byietie of er pie, and loky on ys bokc. 

So fat by por clergye ys ryjt lawes he wonde, 
feat neuere er nere y m ad , to gouerny ys lend. 

And vor he worre was fo mu c he of fe Jufeer Dencys, 
k men of I vs fu’ue lond *ere of fe work peys 
And robbede and flowe ofere, feruor he byuonde, 
bit her were hondredes in eche conrreye of ys lond. 

And in ecli tonne of fe hondred a tefynge were alio. 

And fat ech mail wyfoute gret lond in tefynge were ydo. 
And fat ech man knewc ofer fat in teftnge were, 

And wufte fomdel of her flat, gyf me fu vp hi ra here. 
So ftreyt he was, fat fey me iedde amydde weyes heye 
Seiner, fat non man ne dorfte yt n\ me, fey ne yt ie \ e- 
Abbcys he rerde monyon, andmony dudes ywys. 
AcWyncheftryehe rerileon, fat nywemunftreycJuped ys. 
Hys lyf eyrte and cuenty jer in ys kynedom ylaile. 

Alter ys def he was ybured at Wyncheftre atte lade. 

Sir John Mandrvills wrote, as he himfcl! informs us, in 
the fourteenth century, and his work, which compriilng 
a relation of many different partieulais, confcquently 
required the ufe of many words and phrales, may ce 
properly fpecified in this place. Of the following quo- 
tations, 1 have chofen the fir ft, becaufe it flows, in 
feme meafure, the date of European lcience as well as 
ot the Kn;tyb tongue ; and the fecund, becaufe it is 
valuable iur the force of thought and beauty of ex- 

prdiion. 
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N that lond, ne in many others bezonde that, no 
man may fee the fterre craufmontane, that is clept 
the lit ne of the fee, that is unrrtevable, and that fi to- 
ward the Isorthe, that we clepen the lode fterre. But 
men feen another fterre, the contrarie to him, that is 
toward the SdUthr, that is clept .ntartyk. And right 
as the iehip men taken b^re avys here, and governe hem 
be the lode fterre, light fo don fchip men bezonde the 
parties, be the fterre of the Southe, the which fterre 
upper "the not to us. And this fterre, that is toward 
the Nortlip, that wee ciepen the lode fterre, ne ap- 
perethe not to hem. For whiche caufe, men may wel 
percey ve, that the lond and the fee ben of rownde fchapp 
and forme. For the puttie of the firmament ichewethe 
in o contree, that ichewethe not in another contree. 
And men may well preven be experience and fotyle 
compafTement of wytt, that zif a man fond pafihges be 
fchippes, that wolde go to ferchen the world, men 
myghte go be ichippe alle aboute the world, and aboven 
and betv. then. The whiche thing I prove thus, aftre 
that I have ieyn. For I have been toward the parties 
ot Braban, and beholden the Aftrolabre, that the fterre 
that is dept the transmontayne, is 53 degrees highe. 
And more forthere in Almayne and Bewme, it hathe 
58 degrees. And more forthe toward the parties fcp- 
temtrioneles, it is 62 degrees of lieghte, and cercyn 
mynutes. For I my felf have mefured it by the Aftro- 
labre. Now fchulle ze knowe, that asSen the Tranf- 
montaym , is the tocher fterre, that is clept Antartyke ; 
as I have ieyd before. And tho 2 fterres ne meeVen 
neve re. And be hem turnethe alle the firmament, righte 
as dot he a wheel, that turnethe be his axille tree : io 
that tho fterres beren the firmament in 2 egalle parties ; 
fo that it hathe als mochel aboven, as it hathe bencthen. 
Altre thi', 1 have gon toward the parties meridionales 
that is toward the Southe : and I have fomiden, that in 
Lybye, men feen firft the fterre An tarty k. And fo fer 
I have gon more in tho contrees, that I have founde that 
fterre more highe ; fo that toward the highe Lybye it 
is i h degrees of heghte, and certeyn minutes [ of ’the 
win che, 00 minutes maken a degree) aftre goynge be 
ee and be londe, toward this contree, of that I have 
fpoke, i an ^ t0 ot ’ ier yles and londes bezonde that 


con- 


tree I have iounden the fterre A marry k 0 f 3 3 decrees 
of heghte, and mo mynutes. And zif I h* 3 de°had 


A N G U A G E. 

companyc and I'diirrynge, ^ » & j»*i 

t ,« wei in cerlvn, ihnt »ee fclicuc luve ten alle il.e 

rouftdnefle of the firmament alle abotre. For as 1 have 

ieyd zou be torn, the half of the firmament is betwene 

tho 2 fterres : the whiche haftondJle I have fey n. An 

< 1 the tother halfondelle, I have ley 11 toward the Non.ie, 

undre the Tran fmontane 6 i degrees and 10 mynutes j 

and toward the partie meridional ie, I have feen undre the 

An tart yk 33 degrees and to mynutes: and thaune the 

halfondelle of the firmament in alle, ne holdethe nec 
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but 1 80 degrees. And of tho 180, I have 
thar o part, and 3 5 on that other part, that ben 95 de- 
crees, and nyghe the h A fond e lie of a degree ; and io 
diere’ne faylethe but that 1 have feen alle the firmament, 
faf 84 degrees and the halfondelle ot a degree ; and 
that is not the fourthe part of the firmament. For die 
4 partie of the roundneiie of the firmament holt pea de- 
mees : Io there faylethe but 5 degrees and an half, of 
the fourthe partie. And alfo J have ken the 3 parties 
of alle the rotmdncfle of the firmament, and more zic 
.3 degrees and an half. Be the whiche 1 feye zou cer- 
teynly, that men may envirowne alle the erthe of alle the 
world, as wel undre as aboven, and turnen azen to Ins 
contree, that hadde companye and fchippynge and con- 
duyt: and alle weyes he fchulde fynde men, londes, and 
yles, als wel as in this contree. For zee wyten welle, 
that thei that ben toward the A ntartyk, thei ben ftreghte, 
feet azen feet of hem, that dwellen undre the tranf- 
montane; als wel as wee and thei that dwellyn under us, 
ben feet azenft feet. For alle the parties of fee and of 
lond ban here appofitees, habit bLs 01 trepaflables, and 
thei of this halt and bezond half. And wytethe wel, 
that aftre that, that 1 may j. arceyve and comprehends, 
the londes of Preftre John, eftiprrour of I’m e ben 
undre us. For in goynge from S-.otiond or from E ng~ 
lond toward Jerufalem, men gon upward alvveys lor 
cure lond is in the lov/e partie oi the erthe, toward the 
\\ eft : and the lend of Preftre John is the lowe partie 
of the erthe, toward the Lft : and thei han th <: the 
day, whan wee have the nvghte, and alio highe to the 
contrarie, thei han the nyghte, whan wee han the d. : y. 
For the erthe and the lec ben ot round forme and fchapp, 
as 1 hate feyd beforn. And that that men gon upward 
to o coft, men gun dounward to another coil. Alfo 
zee have herd me feye, that Jeruialeiu is in the myddes 
of the world •, and that may men preven and fchswen 
there, be a fpere, that is piglue in to the erthe, upon 
the hour of mydday, whan it is equenoxmm, that 
Ichewethe no fchadwe on no fyde. And that it fchulde 
ben in the myddes o! the world, David wytnefiethe it 
in the Pfa utre, where lie fey the, Deus ope rat us eft fa- 
lute in medio terre. Thanse thei that par ten fro the 
parties of the Welt, for to go toward jerufalem, als 
many iorneyes as thei gon upward for to go thidre, in als 
many iorneyes may thei gon fro Jerufalem, unto other 
contynyes of the fuperficialtie of the erthe bezonde. 
And whan men gon bezonde tho iourneyes, towards 
P ndc and to the forcyn yles, alle is envyronynge the 
1 oundnefie of the eithe and oi the fee, undre ourc con- 
trees on this half. And therfore hathe it befallen many 
tymesof o thing, that I have herd cownted, whan I 
was zong ; how a worthi man departed fo me tyme from 
cure contrees, for to go lore he the world. And fo he 
paffed h. nde, and the yles bezonde Ynde, where ben mo 
tnan 5000 yles : and fo lodge he wente be fee and lond 
and fo envi round the world be many fey ions, that he 
fond an yle, where he herde fpeke his owne laneaee 
callynge on oxen in the plowghc, fuche wordes as tm* 
Ipeken to beftes in his owne contree : whereof lie hadde 
gret mervayle : for lie knewc not how it myghte be. 
But I ieye, that he had gon fo lunge, be londe and be 
ice, tnat he had envy round .file the erthe, that he was 
comen azen envirounyngc, that is to feye, g ovn «e 

aboute, unto his owns InarCics, zif he ivoldt Live 
l-i ied lenhe, dl he had founden his contree anil his 
ovvne knoulcche. Bet he turned azen from thens,' from 

rfr"* . 1 * w ” f, '° ?. “d fo he lode tnoche peyne- 

______ gret while aftre, 

u _ ■ - ^ or * c befelle aftre, that 

ie wente m to Norweye ; and there tempeft of the fee 

toke him ; jmd he arryved in an yle and whan he was 


f +* ■ w 3 iAI 1 J; ILI j 

I cille labour, as him felf feyde. 
that lie was comen horn. 
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